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see, took with success to general and truck-farming; in
Pennsylvania the settlers from the Palatine had from the
earliest date been successful with what is to-day called
sufficiency farming, and towards 1730 they were already
exporting wheat and were growing quantities of buck-
wheat and corn for local sales and the feeding of cattle.
§
In the meanwhile the settlers had learned the cultivation
of maize and tobacco from the Indians, who themselves
had learned the cultures from the Aztecs. . . .
As regards the Aztec culture of that staple, botanists and
archaeologists are still nicely divided. The archaeologists
assert that the evolution of maize in its countless shapes
must have been perfected by the four great Southern
Empires in four or five thousand years. The botanists insist
that it must have taken hundreds of thousands since fossil
spikes of the plant are found in the soil of the Maya forests.
In any case we seem to owe the very existence of the United
States to those gentle predecessors of Mr. Burbank, for with-
out corn, cotton, and potatoes it is difficult to see how the
harassed settlers of the Thirteen Provinces could have won
through to to-day. This they only did by a sort of stubborn
and almost voiceless opposition to the dictates of kings,
councils, and enthusiastic ladies. The opposition was mostly
put up by Swiss and Germans in South Carolina, Georgia,
and Philadelphia. A Salzburg minister of Georgia sufficiently
cogently voiced the problem. He said that his parishioners
could certainly raise silk-worms, but they could hardly
earn seven shillings a week by the culture, whilst they could
earn fourteen at tobacco-raising or other work. Similarly
Madeira and Portuguese wine could be imported much
more cheaply than it could be raised even by French
settlers in Rhode Island and the Carolinas, by Swedes in
original Delaware or by Governor Winthrop in Boston
Harbour. So by 1750 Maryland and Virginia were exporting
a hundred thousand tons a year of tobacco to England.
And as soon as Whitney had invented his machine for
extracting the seeds from raw cotton, the planting of indigo^

